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Read Chapter 1

DOK 1
DOK 2

DOK 4

What is the 
knowledge?

How and why can 
the knowledge be 

understood or 
used?

How and why 
could the 

knowledge be 
understood or 

used?

What else could 
be done with the 

knowledge?

recall information
recall how to

apply knowledge, 
concepts, and skills

use information and 
basic reasoning

think strategically
use complex 

reasoning supported 
by evidence

think extensively
use extended 

reasoning supported 
by examples and 

evidence

answer correctly
establish and explain 

with examples
examine and explain 

with examples

explore and explain 
with examples and 

evidence 
(over an extended 

period)
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• Standards-Based: All grade level and content area teaching and 
testing starts and stops with the DOK level of the standard. (practice)

• Socially and Emotionally Supportive: All students will be expected 
and encouraged to achieve and surpass the DOK level of the 
standard.  (philosophy)

• Student Responsive: All instruction and learning begins at the DOK 
level where students are and build upon their strengths and 
successes so they can rise to, reach, and go beyond the DOK Bar. 
(personal)
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ü Goal: Comprehend and communicate learning.

ü Expectation: Establish, examine, explore and explain using 
examples and evidence.

ü Approach: Teacher led to student centered to student driven

ü Exchange: Ask and address good questions (authentic literacy).

ü Evidence of Learning: Answer / Explain / Justify / Extend 

ü Outcome: Develop education, experience, and endowments 
(gifts) into personal expertise
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AUTHENTIC LITERACY
• Purposeful reading

• Purposeful writing

• Purposeful discussion

• Informative

• Expository

• Argumentation

DOK 2
DOK 3
DOK 4

DOK 1
DOK 2

DOK 1
DOK 2
DOK 3
DOK 4

DOK 1
DOK 2
DOK 3
DOK 4

DOK 2
DOK 3
DOK 4

DOK 2
DOK 3
DOK 4

DOK 3
DOK 4

DOK 1
DOK 2
DOK 3
DOK 4
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Read Chapter 2  

DOK 1
DOK 2

DOK 4

KNOWLEDGE 
ACQUISITION

KNOWLEDGE 
APPLICTATION

KNOWLEDGE 
ANALYSIS

KNOWLEDGE 
AUGMENTATION

Ceiling of Assessment

Ceiling of Assessment

Ceiling of Assessment

Ceiling of Assessment
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ay to ProficiencyStudents recall 

information or recall 
how to use 

procedures to 
answer correctly.

Students demonstrate 
and communicate 

how to apply 
knowledge, concepts, 

and skills or use 
information and basic 
reasoning to answer 
questions, address 

problems, accomplish 
tasks, or analyze texts 

and topics.

Students think 
strategically or use 
complex reasoning 

supported by 
evidence to 
examine and 

explain responses, 
results, or 
reasoning.

Students think 
extensively or use 

extended reasoning 
supported by 

expertise to explore 
and explain with 

examples and 
evidence how they 

could use what they 
have learned in-

depth, insightfully, 
and in their own 

unique way.
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DOK 2

DOK 3
DOK 4

Read Chapter 2  
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DOK 1
DOK 2

DOK 3
DOK 4

Read Chapter 2  
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Read Chapter 3  

FOUR PLC QUESTIONS DEPTH OF KNOWLEDGE FOCUS PURPOSE

What do we want our 
students to learn?

The level of Depth of Knowledge demanded by the 
grade level or content area academic standard.

Instruction Goals and 
Expectations

How do we know if 
they learned it?

We assess student learning up to the level of Depth 
of Knowledge demanded by the grade level or 
content area academic standard.

Assessment Information

How do we respond if 
students struggle to 
learn?

We tier our instruction to the DOK level where 
students are and guide them to rise to, reach, and 
go beyond the DOK ceiling – or “DOK Bar” – set by 
the grade level or content area academic standard.

Intervention Support for 
Understanding

How do we respond 
once students have 
learned it?

We encourage and support students to understand 
and use their learning beyond the DOK level 
demanded by the grade level or content area 
academic standard, curricular activity, or test item. 

Extension Deeper and 
Extended 
Understanding
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Read Chapter 4  
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DOK 4

Ceiling of Assessment
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Ceiling of Assessment
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Read Chapter 4  

EXTENSION 
How could students understand and use the knowledge 

beyond the DOK Level of the standard?

STANDARDIZATION
What is the level of depth of knowledge students must understand and use 

to demonstrate proficiency in a specific subject at a given grade level?

INSTRUCTION 
What is the content knowledge will learn and the context 

in which students must demonstrate their learning?

What are the general academic or literary words, subject-
specific terms, and data or details students must define, 

describe, or explain?

What is the background knowledge and basic 
understanding students must develop about the text, 

topic, technique, or theory?
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Deliver 
Instruction

Extend 
Learning

DOK LEVEL
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TEACHERS
Pathway to Proficiency

Tier 1

Tier 2
Additional support to 

achieve grade level 
standards

Tier 3
Intensive 

remediation in
universal skills

Each Student

INTERVENTION  
What are the prerequisite knowledge students 
should have learned in a previous teaching and 

learning experience?
What are the fundamental knowledge students 
should have learned in a previous teaching and 

learning experience?

DOK LEVEL

MODIFICATION
What are the developmental skills students must 
need to respond to instruction, repeat actions, or 

reproduce procedures?

Intervention

Remediation

Respond to 
intervention

M
ake 

M
odifications
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Read Chapter 4  
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Read Chapter 4  
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Read Chapters 
5 and 6  
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Read Chapter 7
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Read Chapter 8

DOK 1
DOK 2

DOK 4

What is the 
knowledge?

What else could 
be done with the 

knowledge?

What could you create? 
What could you develop? 
What could you design? 

What could you do? 
How would you?
How could you?

(address, explain, or 
respond to a real-world 
scenario or situation)

answer correctly establish and explain 
with examples

examine and explain 
with examples

Ceiling of Assessment

Ceiling of Assessment

Ceiling of Assessment

Ceiling of Assessment
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DOK 1
DOK 2

DOK 3
DOK 4

Read Chapter 9  
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DOK 1
DOK 2

DOK 3

DOK 4

Recall correctly to win 
on Jeopardy!

Establish and explain with 
examples how The Force 

can be used.

Use strategic thinking and 
complex reasoning to survive 

The Hunger Games.

Think extensively
how you could use 

the Infinity Gauntlet
to address a wicked problem 

or change the universe.
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The Rigor Is in the Response
Teacher 

Expectation Student Goal Good Overarching 
Question

Depth of 
Knowledge (DOK)

answer correctly answer it What is the knowledge? DOK 1

establish and explain 
with examples

use it to explain it
How and why can the 

knowledge be understood 
and used?

DOK 2

examine and explain 
with evidence

use it to prove it
How and why could the 

knowledge be understood 
and used?

DOK 3

explore and explain 
with examples and 
evidence (over an 
extended period)

go for it What else could be done 
with the knowledge? DOK 4
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FOR INFORMATION ON PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT,
PLEASE VISIT WWW.MAVERIKEDUCATION.COM.
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